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A fountain in central London Princess Diana is expected to reopen on Friday
after a four-month closing over problems that have plagued it since it opened last July, officials
said.

The £3.6 million, or $6.85 million, fountain in Hyde Park had been scheduled to reopen May 1,
but the repairs were not completed O

The area was redesigned to allow wheelchair access, improve drainage and replace the existing
lawn with O one that would better accommodate visitors to the site, which humbered about

5,000 an hour last summer.

The shallow, granite, oval channel filled with running water was intended as both a memorial
and a play area, with visitors allowed to splash around in the fountain.

The fountain, designed by a U.S. architect, Kathryn Gustafson, was opened by Queen Elizabeth[J
last July. But it closed after having problems like blocked drains and injuries for visitors who fell

on the slippery stone surface. The fountain is the only public memorial in London to Diana.
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Regional travel experts expect double-digit growth in Asian tourism thisyear [0 O OO0 | the
recent tsunami disaster, a tourism official said Monday.

The industry is still struggling to recover in the Indian Ocean countries that were hit hardest by
the December 26 tsunamis, with arrival figures down by as as 40 percent in the
first three months of this year against the same period in 2004, said a Pacific Asia Travel
Association spokesman, Ken Scott.

However, tourism will grow by 15 percent in southern Asia, 14 percent in northeastern Asia

and 11 percent for the whole of Asia in 2005, Scott said by phone from Macao, where the travel
group was holding its annual conference.
“ the tsunami, associated nervousness and a short-term dampening effect, we're
seeing the entire region recovering strongly and dramatically,” the South China Morning Post
quoted the association president, Peter de Jong, saying at the conference on
Sunday.

He said that European — especially Scandinavian — tourists returning to Thailand had helped
the kingdom’s tsunami-battered southern islands and coastal areas begin to [0 bounce back.
Separately, the Post quoted a Sri Lankan tourism official saying that most hotels in
the country were back in business. The report said the number of tourist arrivals had jumped by

31 percent from last year in March.
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